
Appendix 1

The Role and Responsibility of a SACRE

From Religious Education in English Schools DCSF (2010)

A SACRE must:
 advise the LA on RE given in accordance with the agreed syllabus, and on 

matters related to its functions, whether in response to a referral from the LA or 
as it sees fit11

 publish an annual report on its work and on actions taken by its representative 
groups, specifying any matters on which it has advised the LA, broadly 
describe the nature of that advice, and set out reasons for offering advice on 
matters not referred to it by the LA

 send a copy of the report to the DfE
 meet in public unless confidential information is to be disclosed
 make minutes of its meetings available for inspection at the LA’s offices (so far 

as the minutes relate to the parts of meetings that were open to the public). 
There are also provisions about public access to the agenda and reports for 
meetings.

A SACRE should:
 monitor the provision and quality of RE taught according to its agreed syllabus, 

together with the overall effectiveness of the syllabus
 provide advice and support on the effective teaching of RE in accordance with 

the locally agreed syllabus; provide advice to the LA and its schools on 
methods of teaching, the choice of teaching material and the provision of 
teacher training

 in partnership with its LA, consider whether any changes need to be made in 
the agreed syllabus or in the support offered to schools in the implementation 
of the agreed syllabus, to improve the quality teaching and learning of RE

 offer advice to the LA, and through the LA to schools, concerning how an 
existing agreed syllabus can be interpreted so as to fit in with a broad, 
balanced and coherent curriculum.

A SACRE may:
 require its LA to review the agreed syllabus and, if after discussion a vote is 

taken on this matter, the LA group on SACRE is not entitled to cast a vote. A 
majority decision by the three other committees is sufficient

 decide to advise the LA on matters related to its functions to the LA – equally, 
an LA may decide to refer matters to its SACRE

 co-opt members who are not members of any of the four groups
– such co-opted members may provide educational expertise, young 

peoples’ views or religious and non-religious views that reflect a diverse 
multi-cultural society.

 However, on any question to be decided by a SACRE, its constituent groups 
each have a single vote but co-opted members do not have a vote.
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 Decisions within a group do not require unanimity. Each group must regulate its 
own proceedings, including provision for resolving deadlock. Many SACREs 
have chosen to adopt a constitution to regulate their proceedings and ways of 
working.


